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1. Introduction
The mission of the Noxious Weed Control Board is to serve as responsible stewards of Jefferson
County by protecting the land and resources from the degrading impact of noxious weeds. Under
RCW17.10 the Jefferson County Noxious Weed Control Board (JCNWCB) is responsible for 1) notifying
landowners about their responsibility to control those plants listed on the Noxious Weed List, 2)
surveying for noxious weed infestations, and 3) providing information outreach to the public.
The JCNWCB strives to achieve these goals by providing community support through personalized
noxious weed control consultations, lending tools, organizing noxious weed removal events, hosting
classes, distributing wild flower seeds, and more.
Additionally, the JCNWCB enters into collaborations with local public agencies to assist them with their
noxious weed control.

Herbicide
The JCNWCB will look to employ all other feasible control methods before resorting to the use of
herbicide. The shared view among board members is that herbicides can be compared to chemotherapy, a last resort not applied to a head-cold but an invasive cancer in a healthy ecosystem. In some
cases noxious weeds act as such a cancer with devastating effects. Manual control is not always feasible
as certain plants’ ability to regrow is unparalleled. Any applications that the weed board might condone
are currently performed by the Washington Conservation Corps and completed by trained professionals.
All applications are recorded in detail and kept on file for 7 years and fully accessible to the public for
review.

2. Collaborations
Between 2016 and 2020 the JCNWCB has worked together with the Public Utility District, Jefferson
County, Washington State Parks, the City of Port Townsend, and the Solid Waste Facility. Due to covid19 complications in 2020 many partners were unable to financially contribute to these collaboration.
However, with weeds still spreading, the JCNWCB decided to utilize $15,000 of its savings to hire
additional crews from the Washington Conservation Corps and put them to work around the county,
removing high priority noxious weeds from public properties. The financial contributions of all partners
go 100% to boots on the ground, with the JCNWCB not charging admin fees for project supervision,
providing expertise, or any of the administrative work. The JCNWCB is a non-profit government
organization which partners with the Washington Conservation Corps (also non-profit) for crew time.
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2.1 Public Utility District
In 2016 the Public Utility District performed routine vegetation maintenance on a 10.5 mile corridor
stretching from the Port Townsend paper mill down to highway 101 in Discovery bay (see image 1).

Image 1: PUD corridor

That same year the PUD entered into a Memorandum Of Understanding (MOU) with the JCNWCB for
$25,000 annually from 2016 through 2021. The JCNWCB utilized these funds to hire Washington
Conservation Corp crews and manually remove scotch broom throughout the corridor and prevent
further spread into the surrounding regions.
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Below are several photos of the work that has been completed in 2020 throughout the PUD corridor.

Image 2: Left – WCC crewmembers removing scotch broom as tall as 7 ft. Right – lookout point of the corridor during scotch broom flowering
season. The absence of yellow flowers indicates a successful project.
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Image 3: A before and after of smaller scotch broom removal early in the growing season.
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Image 4: Before and after of scotch broom removal about 2 miles south of the paper mill.
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Image 5: Before and after scotch broom removal just north of Old Fort Townsend Rd.
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2.2 Solid Waste Facility
The Solid Waste Facility entered into an MOU with the JCNWCB for $2,300 to remove noxious weeds in
the 2 acre plot indicated in image 6. The plot was reseeded with both hard fescue and a hydro seed
application. The goal in this project is to establish a healthy root mass that absorbs rainwater by acting
as a sponge, preventing the water from accumulating in the landfill beneath the soil. The 1 acre plot is
the target area for 2021, depending on the sustained success of the 2020 project.

Image 6: Overview of the project areas at the Jefferson County Solid Waste Facility.

2.3 Weed Board’s contributions
Due to complications from Covid-19 many public agencies did not receive their projected revenues and
were unfortunately forced to make cuts. Since noxious weeds spread regardless, the JCNWCB decided to
utilize $15,000 of our reserve funds to remove noxious weeds in several critical areas. The areas that
were targeted were around Blue Heron middle school, Port Townsend, Chimacum, Port Ludlow, and
Discovery bay. The WCC crews removed poison hemlock, knapweeds, and Japanese knotweeds as
shown in the photos below.
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Image 7: Before and after of a poison hemlock stand near Henery’s hardware.
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Image 8: The WCC crews working on pulling and cutting poison hemlock next to the Port Townsend Inn. Plants need to be cut into smaller
pieces to prevent seed production after they’ve been pulled.
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3. Community support
The JCNWCB provides year round community support to residents of Port Townsend, assisting with
questions and issues surrounding noxious weeds. In total 382 people reached out to the JCNWB
between February 1st and September 25th with questions ranging from plant identification, to detailed
vegetation management plans or code enforcement protocols. Additionally, the JCNWCB has delivered
82 legal notifications to inform of their responsibility to control or eradicate noxious weeds on their
property.
The JCNWCB manages a tool library providing noxious weed removal tools that can be used to manually
pull larger plants such as Scotch broom, poison hemlock, butterfly bush, and more. The tools were
checked out 42 times so far in 2020 and used mainly for Scotch broom and poison hemlock removal.
Additionally, the JCNWCB distributed 1000 seed packets containing a mix of native wildflower seeds
favored by pollinators (image 9). These packets were distributed at the Food Co-op in Port Townsend
and the CHS Northwest Chimacum store.

Image 9: Bee-U-Tify seed packets
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4. Future plans
The JCNWCB is currently working on MOU’s with Jefferson County public works, the Public Utility
District, the City of Port Townsend, Friends of Fort Worden, and the Solid Waste Facility as well as
budgeting $15,000 of our reserve funds for noxious weed control for an estimated total of $80,000 $90,000 worth of boots on the ground to control noxious weeds throughout the county.
Additionally, pending on the development of Covid-19, the JCNWCB is hoping to organize a large scale
poison hemlock removal day that will look to recruit many volunteers to get a head start on the poison
hemlock infestations spreading through Port Townsend.
Finally, the JCNWCB will be available year round during regular business hours for all questions and
concerns regarding noxious weeds in the county, host classes, manage the tool library, provide native
wildflower seeds, and more.
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