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Lower Chimacum Creek
Quick Terms:
Fecal coliform =
bacteria associated
with the feces from
warm-blooded
animals
cfu/100mL = colony
forming units per
100 milliliters, a
standard measure of
fecal bacteria

The lower section of Chimacum
Creek, as well as other areas in
the Chimacum basin, have
frequently failed the
Washington State 2-part
bacteria standard since 2007. In
the last winter season, both
stations in lower Chimacum
Creek passed the first part of the
standard, but only the lower
station passed the second part of
the standard. In the dry season
last summer both stations failed
both parts of the bacteria standard (see the graph above).

Washington 2-part
bacteria health
standards =




Part 1: Average
of samples ≤ 50
cfu/100 mL
Part 2: <10% of
samples > 100
cfu/100 mL

OSS = Onsite septic
systems
O&M = operations
and maintenance
inspections of OSS
(required every 1-3
years depending on
OSS type)

Jefferson County Public Health
(JCPH) has been sampling
Chimacum Creek for fecal coliform
bacteria each month during the wet
and dry seasons of 2015-2016. Fecal
coliform bacteria are an indicator of
contamination and potential risk of
waterborne diseases. When bacteria
levels are high, people can get sick
from swimming or consuming
shellfish from the area.

Chimacum Creek flows through agricultural and residential areas down to recreational beaches in
Port Townsend Bay. A study done in 2015 showed that fecal bacteria from humans was present at
almost all survey sites. High levels of fecal coliform
bacteria indicate that onsite septic systems are a likely
Survey Results to Date
cause of the contamination in the lower creek.

Suspected source: OSS
Average OSS lifespan: up to 30 yrs
OSS in area over 30 yrs old: 30%
O&Ms required: every 1-3 yrs
Systems current on O&M county-wide: 7.5%
Community Health
Developmental Disabilities
360-385-9400
360-385-9401 (f)

JCPH has been conducting septic systems surveys in your
area. We want to work with the community to maintain
water quality. Please do your part and help clean up
Chimacum Creek.

See back for tips on how you can help!

Always working for a safer and healthier community

Environmental Health
Water Quality
360-385-9444
(f) 360-379-4487
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Upper Chimacum Creek
Jefferson County Public Health (JCPH) & the
Jefferson County Conservation District (JCCD)
have been sampling Chimacum Creek for fecal
coliform bacteria each month during the wet and dry
seasons of 2015-2016. Fecal coliform bacteria are an
indicator of contamination and potential risk of
waterborne diseases. When bacteria levels are high,
people can get sick from swimming or consuming
shellfish from the area.

Quick Terms:
Fecal coliform =
bacteria associated
with the feces from
warm-blooded
animals
cfu/100mL = colony
forming units per
100 milliliters, a
standard measure of
fecal bacteria

Upper Chimacum Creek, including Upper East
Upper
Chimacum Creek, as well as other areas in the basin,
Chimacum have frequently failed the Washington State 2-Part
Creek
bacteria standard since 2007. Results for the Upper
Chimacum Basin are shown in the two graphs
below. All stations in the upper basin failed Part 1 of
the standard in the summer dry season and 2 stations
failed in the wet season. All stations failed Part 2 of
the standard in both the wet and dry seasons.

Washington 2-part
bacteria health
standards =




Part 1: Average
of samples ≤ 50
cfu/100 mL
Part 2: <10% of
samples > 100
cfu/100 mL

Since the Upper Chimacum Creek flows primarily
through agricultural areas, our primary concern is

OSS = Onsite septic
systems
O&M = operations
and maintenance
inspections of OSS
(required every 1-3
years depending on
OSS type)

with manure from livestock polluting the creek, though
there is also a potential for older or failing onsite septic
systems (OSS) to be causing this pollution.

JCPH has been conducting septic systems surveys in
your area and the JCCD is working with livestock
owners to improve
and protect water
Survey Results to Date
quality. Please do
your part and help
Suspected source: OSS & Livestock
clean up Chimacum
Average OSS lifespan: up to 30 yrs
Creek.

OSS in area over 30 yrs old: 30%
O&Ms required: every 1-3 yrs
Systems current on O&M county-wide: 7.5%
Community Health
Developmental Disabilities
360-385-9400
360-385-9401 (f)

See back for tips on
how you can help!

Always working for a safer and healthier community

Environmental Health
Water Quality
360-385-9444
(f) 360-379-4487
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Lower Naylors Creek
Jefferson County Public Health (JCPH) & the
Jefferson County Conservation District (JCCD)
have been sampling Chimacum Creek for fecal
coliform bacteria each month during the wet and
dry seasons of 2015-2016. Fecal coliform bacteria
are an indicator of contamination and potential risk
of waterborne diseases. When bacteria levels are
high, people can get sick from swimming or
consuming shellfish from the area.

Quick Terms:
Fecal coliform =
bacteria associated
with the feces from
warm-blooded
animals
cfu/100mL = colony
forming units per
100 milliliters, a
standard measure of
fecal bacteria

Lower
Naylors
Creek

Washington 2-part
bacteria health
standards =




Part 1: Average
of samples ≤ 50
cfu/100 mL
Part 2: <10% of
samples > 100
cfu/100 mL

OSS = Onsite septic
systems
O&M = operations
and maintenance
inspections of OSS
(required every 1-3
years depending on
OSS type)

The lower section of Naylors Creek, as well as
other areas in the Chimacum basin, have frequently
failed the Washington State 2-part bacteria
standard since 2007. In the last winter season, both
stations in lower Naylors Creek passed the first part
of the standard, but only the lower station passed
the second part of the standard. In the dry season
last summer both
stations failed
both parts of the
bacteria standard.

Naylors Creek
drains from
Gibbs Lake and
flows through
both residential
areas, forest lands and some agricultural areas before entering Chimacum Creek.
A study done in 2015 showed that fecal bacteria from humans was present at
almost all survey sites. High levels of fecal coliform bacteria indicate that onsite
septic systems are a likely cause of the contamination in the lower creek but
livestock is another potential source.

JCPH has been conducting septic systems surveys in your area and JCCD is
working with livestock owners to improve
and protect water quality. Please do your
Survey Results to Date
part and help clean up Naylors & Chimacum
Suspected source: OSS & Livestock
Creeks.

Average OSS lifespan: up to 30 yrs
OSS in area over 30 yrs old: 30%
O&Ms required: every 1-3 yrs
Systems current on O&M county-wide: 7.5%
Community Health
Developmental Disabilities
360-385-9400
360-385-9401 (f)

See back for tips on how you can
help!

Always working for a safer and healthier community

Environmental Health
Water Quality
360-385-9444
(f) 360-379-4487
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Lower Putansuu Creek
Jefferson County Public Health (JCPH) & the
Jefferson County Conservation District (JCCD)
have been sampling Chimacum Creek for fecal
coliform bacteria each month during the wet and
dry seasons of 2015-2016. Fecal coliform bacteria
are an indicator of contamination and potential risk
of waterborne diseases. When bacteria levels are
high, people can get sick from swimming or
consuming shellfish from the area.

Quick Terms:
Fecal coliform =
bacteria associated
with the feces from
warm-blooded
animals
cfu/100mL = colony
forming units per
100 milliliters, a
standard measure of
fecal bacteria

Lower
Putansuu
Creek

Washington 2-part
bacteria health
standards =




Part 1: Average
of samples ≤ 50
cfu/100 mL
Part 2: <10% of
samples > 100
cfu/100 mL

OSS = Onsite septic
systems
O&M = operations
and maintenance
inspections of OSS
(required every 1-3
years depending on
OSS type)

Putansuu Creek
drains from
Anderson Lake
and flows through both rural residential areas, forest lands and some agricultural
areas before entering Chimacum Creek 1.7 miles upstream from Chimacum
High School. A study done in 2015 showed that fecal bacteria from humans was
present at almost all survey sites. High levels of fecal coliform bacteria indicate
that onsite septic systems are a likely cause of the contamination in the lower
creek but livestock is another potential source.

Survey Results to Date
Suspected source: OSS & Livestock
Average OSS lifespan: up to 30 yrs
OSS in area over 30 yrs old: 30%
O&Ms required: every 1-3 yrs
Systems current on O&M county-wide: 7.5%
Community Health
Developmental Disabilities
360-385-9400
360-385-9401 (f)

The lower section of Putansuu Creek, as well as
other areas in the Chimacum basin, have
frequently failed the Washington State 2-Part
bacteria standard since 2007. The station near
West Valley Road passed Part 1 of the standard in
both the wet and dry season, but failed Part 2 of
the Standard in both seasons. The lowest station
on Putansuu near where it joins with Chimacum
Creek failed
both parts of the
standard in both
the wet and dry
season.

JCPH has been conducting septic systems
surveys in your area and JCCD is working
with livestock owners to improve and
protect water quality. Please do your part
and help clean up Putansuu & Chimacum
Creeks.

See back for tips on how you can
help!

Always working for a safer and healthier community

Environmental Health
Water Quality
360-385-9444
(f) 360-379-4487

What’s polluting Chimacum Creek?
Low interest loans are available in Jefferson
County. Craft3 is a non-profit organization that
offers Clean Water Loans to help families
repair or replace their failing septic system
(888) 231-2170 or
with no money down.
www.craft3.org

The United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) also offers grant
and low-interest loan programs to
assist homeowners with installing or
replacing septic systems.

(360) 452-8994 or
www.rd.usda.gov/wa

Need help paying for repairs?
 Get your septic system inspected.

State and local laws require O&M
inspections every one to three
years depending on the type of
system you have. This is different
from having your system pumped
out.
 Repair leaky water fixtures. Call

JCPH at 360-385-9444 to schedule a
septic system survey and get a free
leak detection kit or water saving
device for your home (while
supplies last).
 Take a homeowner septic class. Call

JCPH at 360-385-9444 to sign up for
the next available class and you may be eligible for rebates on inspections and riser installation (when these
funds are available).
 Get more information by calling 360-385-9444 or visit JeffersonCountyPublicHealth.org and look under

Environmental Health for Septic Systems. You can also find information
about our water quality monitoring programs under Water Quality.
 Jefferson County Conservation District can help with farm planning and

incentive programs designed to protect water quality in agricultural lands.
Call them for details at 360-385-4105 or visit www.jeffersoncd.org.

This factsheet is made
possible by a grant from the
Washington State
Department of Ecology.

www.JeffersonCountyPublicHealth.org
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What You Can Do

