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Weed of the Month

Meadow Knapweed (Centaurea x moncktonii)
Why Is It a Noxious Weed?
Meadow knapweed is an aggressive invasive species that spreads into pastures and
meadows. It outcompetes desirable forage plants as well as other native plants species.

How would I identify it?
As a hybrid between black knapweed and brown knapweed, meadow knapweed can have
variable characteristics between the parent plants. It is a perennial that typically grows
between 1 and 5 feet tall.
Single flower on ends of ends of branches. Bracts at the base of flower heads are light to
dark brown and have papery, fringed margins. Bracts have a metallic gold sheen when
plants are flowering. Flowers are rose purple to white.
Leaves not divided, up to 6 inches long and 1.25 inches wide with smooth or slightly lobed
or toothed margins. Leaves decrease in size up the stem.
May Be Confused With: Many species of Centaurea look very similar to each other,
making identification difficult. If you need help with plant identification, please contact us.

How Does it Reproduce?
Meadow knapweed reproduces from seed and also can respout from root crowns.

How Do I Control It?
Cultural Control: Frequent cultivation of areas should reduce and eliminate meadow
knapweed populations. A fallow program prior to pasture reseeding should eliminate
populations.
Biological Control: The blunt knapweed flower weevil, Larinus obtusus, is most
destructive in the larval stage by its feeding on seeds within the flowerheads. The
adults also cause damage by feeding on meadow knapweed leaves. For more
information about the biological control of meadow knapweed, please visit WSU
Extension Integrated Weed Control Project.
Herbicide Control: Please refer to the PNW Weed Management Handbook, or
contact us.

Indian Island County Park Restoration
Join us for a work party this Saturday, November 18th from 10am-noon at Indian Island
County Park! The two photos below show a before and after photo point from 2 hours of
volunteer work to remove weeds. We removed invasive blackberry and English Holly and
uncovered a number of native species including wild rose, Red flowering currant, Sword
fern, and Indian plum, which are now thriving with a bit of space and sunlight!
Come out and help us make a bigger impact this Saturday, 9am-11am. Click here for more
info and to sign up, or follow our events on Facebook!

TODAY: Chimacum and Ludlow Creeks Community
Open House
The Jefferson County Water Quality Department, in collaboration with the Jefferson County
Conservation District, North Olympic Salmon Coalition and Jefferson Land Trust will be
holding a public open house for Chimacum, Hadlock and Port Ludlow residents.
Refreshments will be on hand and free water conservation gifts and information will be
available for attendees. The open house will feature information and Q&A with the staff
from these agencies and organizations who will be on hand to provide updates on what’s

from these agencies and organizations who will be on hand to provide updates on what s
been happening to protect water quality, salmon, habitat, and agriculture in Chimacum and
Ludlow Creek. For questions email Anna or call 360-379-4482.
Time: 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. Location: Tri-Area Community Center (corner of Highway 19 & West
Valley Road in Chimacum).

Recent Volunteer Events
Huge thank you to the hard working volunteers in our community! Pictured below are 16
jam packed 30 gallon yard waste bags, 2 trash bags, and 2 large brush piles from a
restoration work party at Irondale Beach County Park on November 4th. This park has
gone through so much restoration over the past few years all due to the efforts of a few
amazing volunteers, but there is plenty more work to be done. Want to get involved?
Regular local work parties take place every Monday morning about 10am. Email park
steward, Doug Huber, for details.
We hosted two Native Plant Salvage events over the past month at Gibbs Lake County
Park where volunteers salvaged over native 150 plants to use at their own homes or
donate to local restoration projects. We were able to remove native plants that were
encroaching on the trail and would have been weed-whacked to keep the trail clear, but
salvaging plants at County Parks is not allowed outside of these events. We are in the
process of arranging another event soon to donate plants to a local restoration project, so
stay tuned!

Events are all posted on Facebook and through our monthly newsletter.

Upcoming Events

Chimacum and Ludlow Creek Open House
Date: Today! Thursday, November 16th, 5:30-730pm
Details: See section above for more details.

NWCB Monthly Work Party: Indian Island County Park

NWCB Monthly Work Party: Indian Island County Park
Date: Saturday, November 18th, 9am-noon*
Details: Come help us pull weeds and help restore this county park!
*There has been some time confusion, but we will be there from 9am-noon to cover all the
times listed. Join us when you can!
More details and sign up here.

Port Townsend Trail Work Party
Date: Saturday, November 18th 9am-noon
Details: An upcoming volunteer work party will focus on the maintenance of City trails near
35th Street Park to fill low spots, resurfacing the trail along the 33rd Street corridor near
Hancock Street. Address: 32nd and Hancock St, Port Townsend
For questions email Alex Wisniewski, Parks, Recreation, and Community Services
Director, or 360-379-5081.

Je erson Land Trust @ Upper Snow Creek
Date: Saturday, December 2nd, 10am-1pm
More details and sign up here.

Je erson Land Trust Open House
Date: Monday, December 4th, 4pm-6pm
More details and sign up here.

OPRAA Weekly Potluck
Date: Sunday, November 19th, 1pm
Details: A weekly potluck for homesteaders and producers interested in agroforestry,
silvopasture systems, planned grazing, permaculture, no-till food production, wild crafting,
renewable energy and natural building. Bring a dish to share, a bowl, cup and utensils.
Address: 3610 Center Rd, Chimacum
For questions contact Olympic Peninsula Regenerative Agriculture Alliance by email or
at 360-531-1173.

Thank you for subscribing to the Jefferson County Noxious Weeds newsletter!
Questions, comments, concerns?
email: Noxiousweeds@co.jefferson.wa.us
phone: 360.379.5610 ext 205
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visit our website
We've moved!
We are now located in the WSU Extension Office
address: 121 Oak Bay Rd, Port Hadlock, WA 98339
hours: 9am-4pm, Monday-Thursday
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