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Weed of the Month

Giant Hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum)
Why Is It a Noxious Weed?
TOXIC: It forms dense canopies outcompeting native species and increasing soil erosion.
It exudes a clear watery sap which sensitizes the skin to ultraviolet radiation, resulting in
severe burns to the affected area causing blistering and painful dermatitis.

I identify it?
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Giant hogweed is a perennial distinguished by its large size, capable of growing to a height
of 15-20 feet. It has stout dark reddish-purple spotted stems and leaf stalks. Stalks and
stem produce sturdy pustulate bristles. Giant hogweed has broad, flat-topped flower
clusters (umbels) of many small white flowers. Each flower cluster may grow to a diameter
of 2.5 feet. The compound leaves of giant hogweed may expand to five feet in breadth.
Each leaflet is deeply cut. The stem and stalks are hollow and vary 2 to 4 inches in
diameter.

May Be Confused With
Cow Parsnip, Heracleum lanatum, is a native plant in Washington and except for its size,
has a similar appearance to giant hogweed.

How Does it Reproduce?
Reproduction is by seed and perennating buds formed on the crown and tuberous root
stalk. Abundant seed production, a persistent root stalk, and reproduction from perennating
buds are cited as reasons for its capability to colonize rapidly.

How Do I Control It?
The key strategy for this plant is to get rid of it before it sets seed. When controlling
giant hogweed, make sure to wear protective clothing to avoid contact with its toxic
sap.
Mechanical control: WARNING, TOXIC PLANT It’s possible to hand-pull seedlings
and young plants but it is important to avoid getting any of the sap on your skin. The
toxic sap that causes the burning is contained in all portions of the plant. Always
wear protective clothing and gloves. Large plants can be dug up, but be sure to get
all of the roots to prevent re-sprouting. Be sure to discard at least the flowerheads
into the regular trash to prevent seed spread. Mowing serves only to stimulate
budding on the main root stalk, but it might be successful if done consistently and
persistently enough to starve the rootstalk and may be effective for large
infestations.
Biological Control: Cattle and pigs are cited as possible biocontrol agents. Both eat
giant hogweed without apparent harm.
Herbicide Control: Please refer to the PNW Weed Management Handbook, or
contact us.
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Je erson County Conservation District Annual Native
Plant Sale
2018 Native Plant Sale Scheduled for March 3rd, 2018 at the Je erson
County Fairgrounds
Pre-Sale Orders Start December 8th 2017
2018 Plant Sale Order Form (Up dated)
2018 Plant Descriptions

More information found here
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Upcoming Events
Je erson Land Trust @ Duckabush Oxbow and Wetlands Preserve
Date: Tuesday, Feb 6, 10am-1pm
More details and sign up here.

NWCB Quarterly Meeting
Date: Friday, Feb 9th, 9am-11am
Details: The Noxious Weed Control Board meets quarterly at the Jefferson WSU Extension
(121 Oak Bay Rd, Port Hadlock). This meeting is open to the public.

NWCB Native Plant Salvage and Restoration Work Party
Date: Saturday, Feb 17th, 10am-1pm
Details: Meet at HJ Carroll Park. We'll dig up plants that are scheduled to be removed to
be transplanted into a restoration project in Sather Park in Port Townsend. Once the plants
are dug up, we will drive up to Sather Park and replant in areas where English Ivy has
been removed. This is a project in partnership with the Port Townsend City Parks and
Jefferson County Parks. Gloves, tools, and water/snacks will be provided.
Email mweinheimer@co.jefferson.wa.us for further details

Je erson Land Trust @ Lower Donovan Creek
Date: Tuesday, Feb 20, 10am-1pm
More details and sign up here.

NWCB Monthly Work Party: Indian Island County Park
Date: Saturday, Feb 24th, 10am-1pm
Details: Month 2 of our year long project to support public parks! This month is our first of
four work parties at Indian Island County Park. We'll meet at the Portage Bay parking lot
across from the Indian Island Naval Magazine entrance. Gloves, tools, and water/snacks
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Email mweinheimer@co.jefferson.wa.us for further details

Thank you for subscribing to the Jefferson County Noxious Weeds newsletter!
Questions, comments, concerns?
email: Noxiousweeds@co.jefferson.wa.us
phone: 360.379.5610 ext 205
visit our website
We've moved!
We are now located in the WSU Extension Office
address: 121 Oak Bay Rd, Port Hadlock, WA 98339
hours: 9am-4pm, Monday-Thursday
Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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