May 4, 2020
Phased Reopening Variance Process to start
this week in Jefferson County
During Monday’s Board of County Commissioners meeting,
Dr. Tom Locke, Public Health Officer for Jefferson County,
provided a more in-depth explanation of the process and
steps that need to be taken to apply for a variance that
would allow some county businesses to move ahead to
Phase 2 of the reopening process defined by Governor
Inslee on Friday, May 1.
The phased approach to reopening businesses throughout
the state includes four phases. See the list on Page 2 of
this Situation Report.
The Governor also announced that Jefferson County was
one of ten counties eligible to consider the variance process
or moving to Phase 2 sooner than other counties that have
had higher positive coronavirus cases. Phase 2 includes all
outdoor recreation or gatherings involving fewer than five
people outside your household will be allowed. Limited
non-essential travel within proximity of your home will be
allowed; new construction; in-home domestic services;
retail—in-store purchases allowed with restrictions; real
estate and professional services/office-based businesses;
hair and nail salons and barbers and restaurants for 50%
capacity and table size no larger than five. The Stay Home
order remains in place.
The variance process allows the county to seek all variances
or subsets of them. “It’s like a menu, not an all or nothing
approach,” said Dr. Locke. The process begins with the local
health officer who makes a recommendation to the Board
of Health. The choices could include a request for all of
Phase 2 to be allowed, or select only some of the reopenings listed in Phase 2. There could also be no request
for a variance submitted because it could cause a
dangerous increase in the spread of the virus the local
health system would bit be able to handle.
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A local seven-member board to include three county commissioners, a city council member, a representative from the
hospital and two members of the community will be convened as the process moves forward.

