May 6, 2020
Inslee names SAFE START advisory groups
Yesterday, Gov. Inslee announced the members of the Safe
Start advisory groups with the focus on health systems and
public health, social supports and economic readiness.
The three community leader advisory groups will be led by
state cabinet officials:
•
•
•

Public Health and Health Care System led by
Department of Health Sec. John Wiesman
Safe W ork and Econom ic Recovery led by
Department of Commerce Director Lisa Brown
Social Supports led by Department of Social and
Health Services Sec. Cheryl Strange

These groups do not substitute for legislative involvement.
Cabinet leads and the governor’s office staff will report out
to the local elected officials and the legislature on the
progress and status of the state’s efforts.
The Public Health and Health Care System group will look at
broadening testing efforts, preparing for a second wave and
preparing for treatment or vaccine distribution.
The Safe Work and Economic Recovery group will advise on
recovery plans, guidance for maintaining health standards
during re-opening and assistance to Washington’s
workforce.
The Social Supports group will offer perspectives on the
increasing need for social services because of the COVID-19
pandemic, including food security and safe shelter and
housing. It will look at recovery through an equity lens to
defend the state’s most vulnerable and make sure that
every Washingtonian is part of the recovery.
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The groups will work in tandem with ongoing conversations
with local and other state governments, stakeholders and
community partners to make sure Washington can re-open
safely for everyone.
Each group will have 10 members including the group leaders.
More information about SAFE START can be found at www.governor.wa.gov
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REMINDER: On Thursday at 5PM, the first Jefferson County meeting to discuss moving into Phase 2 will be
broadcast on KPTZ 91.9 or you can go to www.co.jefferson.wa.us and click on Videos of Meetings on the
lower left side of the screen. Then choose Streaming Live or Recorded to view later if you can’t watch it live.
Meeting participants will include the Board of County Commissioners, Port Townsend City Council and the
Board of Health.

