May 8, 2020
Joint Special Meeting brings new
concerns to the forefront
Thursday’s special meeting brought the Jefferson County
Board of Health, County Commissioners and Port Townsend
City Council members together to discuss the process to apply
for a variance to move into Phase 2 of the State’s reopening
plan. There are several mandatory steps in the process that
include complying with a set of metrics outlined in Gov.
Inslee’s SAFE START document. (The eight-page document can
be viewed by searching for SAFE START WASHINGTON)
The metrics that will need to be addressed in the application
for a variance include: COVID-19 Disease Activity; Health Care
System Readiness; Testing Capacity and Availability; Case and
Contact Investigations and the Ability to Protect High-Risk
Populations.
The first step in the process will come from Dr. Tom Locke,
Jefferson County Public Health Medical Director who said he
will get his recommendations to the County Board of Health by
next Tuesday or Wednesday. Locke said his primary focus will
be on health concerns that could be in jeopardy if the
reopening of area businesses particularly increases visitors to
the county from outside the area.
During the meeting, several agency representatives mentioned
their concerns about an increase in visitors to our area if retail
outlets and restaurants opened here before they opened in
major metropolitan areas. Other concerns discussed included
the need for businesses to be able to comply with a set of
guidelines the state will provide for each reopening phase. The
guidelines for Phase 2 are expected on May 15.
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A series of meetings has been planned by the agencies to
move forward. The County Board of Health will hold a special
meeting on May 14 to discuss Dr. Locke’s recommendations.
Another joint meeting is planned for May 18 or May 19 to hear
from County Commissioners; City of PT; PUD; Board of Health;
Port of PT; the business community and stakeholders about
the recommendations. The regularly scheduled County Board
of Health meeting will take place on May 21. The Board of
County Commissioners will meet on Tuesday, May 26 to present the final decision.
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REMINDER: The May 11 Board of County Commissioners meeting will be broadcast on KPTZ 91.9 or you can
go to www.co.jefferson.wa.us and click on Videos of Meetings on the lower left side of the screen. Then
choose Streaming Live.

